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Surgeons
restoresightto
Honduransin
SantaBarbara

By Master Sgt. Pat McKenna
Public Affairs

When Mgj. Miriam Talley saw 10-
year-old Edguardo running barefoot
throughthehallsat Hospital Integradoin
Santa Barbara, Honduras, the nurse
anesthetistimmediately “ adopted” him
for theduration of her two-week stay.

“He was adorable, so cute with so
much energy, that | took him under my
wing,” said Talley, who was part of a
military medical teamfromWilford Hall
Medical Center, Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas, conducting an eyesurgery
medical readinesstraining exercise.

The major made it her mission to
make life alittle better for young Ed-
guardo for the short time she was in
country. One evening, while the boy
slept, Talley measured hisfeet whilehe
slept in a hospital bed, and the next
morning bought himanew pair of sneak-
ers.

Andwhile Edguardo | eft the hospital
looking good, you could al so say hewent
home* seeing” good, too. Talley noticed,
when she could get Edguardo to slow
down long enough, that the boy’ s eyes
“lookedfunny.” Theboy sufferedfroma
condition called exotropia, which is
whenyour eyesdeviateoutwards. Talley
sent theboy to get hismother, whowasa
patient in the hospital, so they could get
her permissionto operateand correct the
problem. Themother consented.

Fortunately, Edguardo happened to
luck into getting hiseyesfixed, nearly
onthespot for that matter. Morethan 700
other patients, who filed into Hospital
Integradofrom Jan. 26to Feb. 9, alsofelt
lucky toseethe U.S. eyeexperts, evenif
they did have to make an appointment.
Some patientshad towalk for daysjust
to get to the hospital, but to them it was
well worthit.

“Most of these patientsaretoo poor to
pay for surgery at privateclinics, andthe
waiting lists at the public hospitalsin
Tegucigal paand San Pedro Sulaaretoo
long,” said Dr. RicardoAviles, oneof the
Soto Cano’s medical liaisons. “For
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Maj. Annette Williamson and Maj. Randall Collins, both optometrists fromthe
Wilford Hall Medical Center, Lackland AFB, Texas, examine patients at Hospi-
tal Integrado in SantaBarbara. The pair were participating in an optometry and
ophthalmology medical readiness training exercisein thetown, and estimate
that they willissue more than 600 pairs of glasses by the end of their trip.

many, this is their only chance to see
again.”

Aviles has seen first-hand the pro-
foundimpact theseeyesurgery missions
have onthelocal population, coordinat-
ing more than a dozen of the
MEDRETESs. The first such exercise
was conducted in 1993 at Santa Teresa
Hospital in Comayagua. Thedoctor im-
mediately foundtheeyesurgery mission
one of the most rewarding of all of the
so-called“ specialty” MEDRETEs.

“The transformation is incredible,”
Aviles said. “They come in blind and
leave with sight. Afterwards, you feel
likeyou' vereally madeadifference. It's
what keepsmegoing.”

Avilesrememberstheparticularly sad
caseof a32-year-old manwho wasush-
ered around everywhereby hiswife.

“Someonealwayshadto stay at home
with the man, because he couldn’t take
careof himself,” thedoctor said. “ Either
hiswife had to misswork or one of the
children had to missschool.

“But after the surgery, the man could
seeagain. Andthefirst thing hedid was
grab hiswife’sarm and started pulling
her around. Now, hewastheleader. He
wasthemanagain.”

Another case the doctor soon won't
soon forget involved a 22-year-old

woman, who lost her sight asateenager
because of diabetes. When the surgeons
unwrapped thegauzefrom her eyes, the
woman stared straight ahead blankly and
began to cry. Avileswas heartbroken;
the surgery had not worked ... or so the
doctor thought. He soon learned, how-
ever, thewomanwascrying tearsof joy.
Shehadfinally had her sight restored.

“I criedwithher,” Avilessaid.“Andin
medicine, it’ sthosedaysyoulivefor.”

By the end of the MEDRETE, the
team had conducted about 70 surgeries,
repairing damaged eyesand conditions
ranging from cataractsand glaucomato
strabismus (adeviationinthedirection
of the eyes) and diabetic retinopathy.
The team brought down most of their
equipment, including state-of-the-art
diodeand YAG lasers.

They left behind about 600 pairs of
eyeglasses that military optometrists
prescribed. They also left behind Ed-
guardo.

“I wish | could ve wrapped him up
and taken him with us,” Talley said.
“When you see some of the conditions
that the poor must endure, itjust breaks
your heart. But I’ m grateful | cameand
that we could help at | east afew patients
who would’ ve otherwise not received
thecare.”
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Commanders’ Corner
Army PTinproves fithess, strengthens unit morale

By CPT Joshua Keesal and CPT Michael
Perkins
MEDEL

Themilitary istheonly professional organization
around that continually placesemphasison collective
physical fitness. IBM and Microsoft do not maketheir
employeesassembleat some God-forsaken hour in
themorning, “extend totheleft,” and conduct physi-
cal training, “ PT.” Andthough IBM and Mi crosoft
primarily need only employeeswho are computer ex-
perts, if they really understood the benefitsof acollec-
tivephysical fitnessprogram, Bill Gateswouldtake
hisstretch limoto hisoffice every morning an hour
earlier to participatein“ Microsoft PT.”

TheU.S.Army’ sPhysical Training program not
only makesbodiesstronger and moredisciplined, it
strengthensunit moraleand cohesion and offersjun-
ior soldierstheopportunity tolead. However, more
emphasisneedsto put onthequality of today’ sphysi-
cal training. Knocking out the“ Dirty Dozen” or run-
ning everyday isnolonger good enough. Withalittle
preparation and agood imagination, good |eaderscan
develop aninteresting and rewarding PT program.

Physical Training asagroup makesyour body
stronger and moredisciplined. Itisaknownfact that
regular physical exercisestrengthensthebody, in-
creasestheefficiency of theheart and cardiovascul ar
system, and creates countlessother life-long benefits
for healthy living. Stretching increasesflexibility and
decreasesyour chanceof injury. It thereforecomesas
no surprisethat an organizationlikethemilitary,
which needsstrong and healthy bodiesto exerciseand
enforcethepolitical will of our country, iscommitted
tobuilding upitsmembersthroughregular stretching
and exercise.

Physical training asagroup strengthensunit
moral e and cohesion. Somepeoplearguethat thetime

wasted during stretching and waiting on othersistak-
ing away fromworkout timethe person would have
had have had they worked out ontheir own. That isab-
solutely truein somecases. But themajority of peo-
ple, if theArmy did not say that we haveto conduct
PT, would sleepinuntil 10 minutesbeforework call.
Theoverall benefitsoutweigh the di sadvantage of
holding afew PT “studs’ back. Remember, itisal-
wayspossibleto go above and beyond by exercising
onyour personal time. Every timeateam succeedsto-
gether inthefaceof adversity, it growsstronger asa
collectiveunit. Thisistrueaswell for unit PT.

Eachtimeyouand your peerssuccessfully finish
another painful workout led by SSG Pain or SPC Mus-
clefailure, theteam growsstronger. Also, by working
out besidetheir soldiers, officerscanlead by example.
Additionally, soldierswill seethat their officersare
not afraid of hard work and working together asa
team. Thebenefit of thisinteraction, which oftenex-
posespeoples’ truepersonalities, manifestsinin-
creased moraleand unit efficiency.

Physical training asagroup offersjunior soldiers
anopportunity to observeand eventually practicebe-
ingaleader. Ofteninthe Army, thefirst timejunior
soldiersstandinfront of formationiswhenthey are
assigned aweek of leading PT. Sincethey have seenit
doneamilliontimes, and sincethereare plenty of
good NCOswhowant to and do helpthem prepare, the
soldierssucceed at their assigned tasks. Thissuccess
leadsto other successes, preparesthemfor thefuture
challengesthey will faceasan NCO, and encourages
themto grow asindividualsand asleadersinthemili-
tary.

InJuly 1950, U.S. troops, unprepared for the physi-
cal demandsof combat, were sent to battle. Theresults
weredisastrous. Task Force-Smithwasrouted by a
poorly equipped, but well-trained North Korean
Army. Thecostly lessonslearnedin Koreaareasim-
portant today asever.

and tothe men and women who support
them.

Your serviceinthecauseof freedomis
both nobleand extraordinary. Because of

day because of your service.
Asyour Commander-in-Chief, | will al-

you, Americaisstrong and theflameof free-
dom burnsbrighter than at any timein history.
Your country can never repay youfor the
sacrificesand hardshipsyou endure, but we
aregrateful for theliberties weenjoy every

President addresses servicemembers, civilians
Tothearmedforcesof theUnited States

wayssupport youand your familiessothat

thisgreat nation continuesto havethegreat-

est armedforcesinthehistory of theworld.
Thank you.

-Hon. GeorgeW. Bush,
President of the United States

TheU.S. Army Physical Fitness School inFort
Benning, Ga., isworking hard to modify existing PT
doctrineto meet the needsof today’ sstreamlined,
“high-speed” Army. Physical fithesstraining regul a-
tionsarecurrently being revamped and updated toin-
cludethelatest innovationsin healthandfitness. Itis
an excellent resourcefor devel oping and conductinga
PT programthat iswell planned and organized, has
reasonabl eyet challenging requirements, andiscom-
petitiveand progressive.

Another good source of up-to-dateinformationis
thelnternet. The Army Physical Fitness School’ sweb
pageoffersadditional resourcesat www.benning.
army.mil/usapfs.

TheU.S.Army’ sPhysical Fitnessprogramisbased
uponyearsof experience, research and practice. It
strengthensthe body and mind of all who participate;
it strengthensthe collectivebody and spirit of theunit;
and it strengthensthe confidenceand leadership skills
of itscurrent and futurejunior |eaders.

Sothenext timeyou grumbleat the sound of your
alarmclock, don’t. Bethankful that you haveyour
health and strength, and that you areworkinginapro-
fessional organization that valuesyour health, team-
work and your growth asaleader.
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That's your opinion

What do you thinkis
romantic?

“I like candlelight, music, flowers, and a
nice romantic setting.”

SPC Lakeshia Wilson
MEDEL

“Tome going out to the park ona Saturday
with a sheet spread out for a barbecue and
a nice picnic with someone you feel com-

fortable withisromantic.’

SFC Andy Ramirez

“I like a fancy restaurantand agood bottle
of wine just because it’s fun and something

different.”

ARFOR

“I"d like for my girl to bring me breakfast in
bed because it’s something someone like me
would never think of.”

Tech Sgt. Wiley Hudson
Joint Security Forces

1LT Kristine Hartz
ARFOR

Photo by Master Sgt. Pat McKenna

SFCRamon Allende and SPC Manuel Rodrigues, from the 130th Engineering
Battalion, measure the dimensions of the foundation of a schoolhouse in
Coalaca. Thetwo Army Guardsmen from Puerto Rico are part of Task Force-
Lempira,aNew Horizons exercisein Gracias, Lempira, Honduras.

New Horizons kicks off In
Honduras, Guatemala

By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

New Horizons 2001 official-
ly kicks off with opening cere-
monies today in the vicinity of
Gracias, Lempira, in western
Honduras, Task Force-Lempira.
Joint Task Force-Lempira's
mission is to build four three-
room schoolswith latrines and
three two-room clinicsin Gra-
cias, Lempira, Honduras.

More than 2,000 United
States active duty, Reserveand
Guard military membersrepre-
senting all services from units
worldwide will participate in
Joint Task Force-Lempirafrom
January to May 2001.

Members from Joint Task
Force-Bravo, 1st Battalion,
228th Aviation Regiment from
Soto Cano andthe 1st Battalion,
207th Aviation Regiment out of Alaska, will also provide support for these New
Horizonsexercises.

New Horizonsexercisesare humanitarian and civil assi stance missionsdesigned
tofoster goodwill and improverel ations between the United Statesand the host na-
tion.

A typical New Horizonsexercise consistsof engineering construction projects
and medical readinesstrai ning exercises.

Engineersfocus on building schoolsand clinics, digging wellsand improving
roads. Medical specialistsprovideroutinesurgery and treatment, including tonsil -
lectomiesand cleft pal ate reconstruction, that would otherwise be unavailableto
many of thelocals.

New Horizonsal so providestheUnited Stateswith an opportunity totrain our sol-
diersintheaustereenvironment they will seein futureoperations.
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Bornunder Fire: Remembering fallen Winged Warriors

By1lstLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

Their motto was*“Born Under Fire.”
They dedicated their livesto their coun-
try. They served in the name of doing
what was right and what was for the
greater good. They woretheir uniforms
proudly. They lost their lives for their
country. Thus was the legacy of three
membersof the4th Battalion, 228thAvi-
ation Regiment, who died on Jan. 2,
1991, in service to the United States.
Morethan 10yearslater, thesemen, who
died in El Salvador that January day,
long ago, aregonebut not forgotten.

On Jan. 26, 2001, in honor of the
memories of these
men, thelst Battalion,
228th Aviation Regi-

multuous period in El Salvador and its
neighbors. LTC Scott Ciluffo, com-
mander of the 1-228th Aviation Regi-
ment, gave a brief history lesson to the
crowd. Civil unrest was at an all-time
high in Central Americaand especially
in El Salvador. It wastheeraof the Con-
trasand Sandanistas. For the non-histo-
ry buffs, El Salvador wasgoing through
aperiod of building border tensionsbe-
tween the Nicaragua Contras and San-
danistas.

“El Salvadoran (FMLN) and Hon-
duran Forces, fuel ed by abject poverty,
isolated geographic locations, and op-
pressive governments festered like an
unhealing wound, and the turmoil
reached explosiveproportions,” Ciluffo
sad. “As Americans,
however, I'm sure that
LTC Pickett and hiscrew

ment, whose mottois
“One Team ... One
Fight,” hosted a
wreath-laying cere-
mony. The ceremony
was held in front of

“Perhaps their
passing was to
serve as awake-
up callto all the
soldiers that

suspected that there was
always a remote chance
that they may be in
‘harm’s way,” but after
al, they wereAmericans,
and America was not at

the battalion’s head- war with these three
guartersonacrispand were to come af- countries.”

sunny  Honduran | terthem,to So, why them, why
T he Story of tha | ohinelikeabea- G Y e e
fated day more than con ]:’OI‘ allto fallen comrades have
10 years ago is an see. probably asked them-

amazingly tragic one.
CPT Chris Buckner,
project officer for the
wreath-laying cere-
mony, retold the
events that unfolded
according to the his-
torical records. “On
Jan. 2, 1991, theinitial
battalion commander,

LTC Scott Ciluffo
1st Battalion, 228th
Aviation Regiment

selves these questions a
thousand times, Ciluffo
said. Wasit bad luck?An
accident, some undisci-
plined soldiers, or a
misidentification? Wasit
arandom act of crazed,
war hungry rebels, or was
itjustfate?

Ciluffo said the con-

LTC David Pickett,
and his crew were killed,” he began.
“Their helicopter (aUH-1Huey), flying
back from El Salvador, wasshot down by
hostile ground fire near Lolotique, El
Salvador. The crew auto rotated down
thesideof ahill after crossingaridgeline
and being ambushed by rebels.

“Theaircraft crashed into afour-foot
boulder and then rotated 185 degrees
around it. CW4 Daniel Scott waskilled
instantly, ashissideof theaircraft struck
the boulder. PFC Ernest Dawson was
rendered unconscious by injuries sus-
tained in the crash sequence, and LTC
Pickett survived theimpact and wasre-
markably conscious.”

Buckner went onto say that then, sev-
eral local farmers were forced at gun-
point by therebel sto drag the crew out of
thehelicopter. LTC Pickett had asked for
some water. The rebels directed the
farmersto go and get somewater. After
thefarmershad crossed theridgeline of
the hill, however, the rebels shot PFC
Dawson onceinthehead andthen LTC
Pickett with two bursts of automatic
weaponsfire.

The1980sand early 1990swereatu-

clusion he came to hit
himlikeastrokeof lightening. “ Perhaps
their passing wasto serve asawake-up
call toall thesoldiersthat wereto come
after them, to shinelikeabeacon for all
tosee,” hesaid.

To the families of these three fallen
men-at-arms, Ciluffosaid, “ Onbehalf of
agrateful nation, weask that they accept
our most humble condolences and our
most heartfelt thanks. For the sacrifices
they all have made, although seemingly
imperceptibleby us, (thesemen) contin-
ueto serveasthat beaconfor us, andfor
thoseyet tocome.”

A quote from former U.S. president
Lyndon Johnson punctuated these state-
mentsby Ciluffo. “No man should think
that peace comeseasily,” Johnson said.
“Peacedoesnot comemerely by wanting
it, or shouting for it, or marching down
main street for it. Peaceisbuilt brick by
brick, mortared by the stubborn effort
and thetotal energy and imagination of
ableand dedicated men. Anditisbuiltin
thelivingfaiththat, intheend, man can
andwill master hisown destiny.”

Thesacrificesof thefamiliesand the
ultimate sacrificethesethree men made

Photo by 1st Lt. Kim Garbett

Members of 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment honor the crew of LTC
David Pickett, CW4 Daniel Scott and PFC Ernest Dawson on the 10th anniver-
sary of their deaths atamemorial ceremony held Jan. 26.

more than 10 years ago helped build a
foundationin Central America, Ciluffo
mentioned. “| submit that these three
outstanding sol dierswhomwehonor to-
day helped build thefoundation of peace
that reigns here in Central America
Their supreme sacrifice— not only for
the United States, but for all our neigh-
borsthroughout theregion—onceagain
served as abeacon to enlighten leaders
and illuminate the sensel essness of ran-
dom bloodshed. (Their sacrifice) also
codified that freedom and peace come
withaprice.”

Thewreath of fresh flowerswaslaid
near the 228th Aviation Regiment me-
morial for thesemen, erectedintheearly
1990sin honor and recognition of their
sacrifice.

All 1-228th Aviation Regiment mem-
berswerepresent by company inthecer-
emony.

Commandersanddirectorsfrom Joint
Task Force-Bravo al so attended the cer-
emony.

An 18-gun salute, with three vollies
fromsix guns, brokethesilencethat re-
verberated throughtheair after roll call
whenthenamesof thethree missingmen
killed in actionwerecalled but were not
answered. Theplaying of “Taps” punc-
tuated the somberness of the moment.

A missing-man formation composed
of helicoptersrepresenting all Winged
Warrior companieshighlighted theend
of theceremony. A CH-47 Chinook, two
UH-60 Blackhawks and a UH-60
MEDEVAC honored their fallen com-
radesright after theplaying of “ Taps.”

Ciluffo ended his speech, “Our con-
tinued challenge as soldiersremain un-
changed ... whenthegunsaresilent, and
we stand on the threshold of peace, we
cannot become complacent. ...remain
vigilant, guard your post and protect
those that are unable to protect them-
selves. AsWinged Warriors, thesethree
truly were* BornUnder Fire’ and contin-
ue to be the embodiment of all Winged
Warriors, past, present and future...”
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Rappelling from helicopters not for faint-hearted

By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

Youdon'twant to beafraid of heights
for this operation. Or, “just don’'t look
down!” asmy flight training officer once
saidto some cadetsback in officer basic
training. Ittakesskill, techniqueand guts
to head off the side of arappel tower or
swing backwards down arope off of a
hovering helicopter. Actually, rap-
pelling, for as often as it is associated
with mountain climbing and the great
outdoors, isananimal of adifferent col-
orinthemilitary.

According to CW2 Jason Harrell, a
UH-60 Blackhawk pilot with Company
A, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regi-
ment, “ Rappellingisaspecial insertion
method originally designed for military
use in urban operations. It is most fre-
quently usedtoinsert ateam onthetop of
abuildinginacity. Theteamwill rappel
or fast ropeout of ahelicopter toabuild-
ing to capture acriminal, or to extract
bombs, people, or information. They
used this most recently in Mogadishu,
Somalia.”

At Soto Canoandin Central America,
rappelling is a multipurpose insertion
tool. One of Joint Task Force-Bravo’'s
missionsissearch and rescue.

Themembersonthe SAR team must
beabletorappel into asiteregardlessof
whereitis, beitintriple-canopy jungle,
onto snow-capped mountains or onto

buildingtops, just likethesuperheroesin
thecomicbooks. The SARteam could be
called upon anytime, anywherein Cen-
tral Americato usetheir skills. From|lo-
cating personnel in downed helicopters
to natural disasterslike hurricanes and
earthquakes, they havebeen called upon
to assistinanumber of real-world mis-
sionsinthepast year. Also, rappel tech-
niques are used by military personnel
stationed herein Central Skiescounter-
drug operations throughout Central
America; rappelling into an areawhere
marijuanaor other illicit narcotics may
beintriple-canopy jungleisnot alwaysa
safeor easy task to accomplish.

“They userappelling heremainly for
the SAR team to beinserted into atight
landing zone (L Z) that you can’ tfit ahel-
icopter safely into,” said Harrell. “ The
Costa Rican counterdrug missions in
August 2000 arethe most recent | know
of using rappelling and SPIES (special
patrol insertion/extractionsystem) inre-
al-world operations here at Soto Cano.
Sometimes, slopesweretoo steepor you
couldn’t fit ahelicopter into an LZ be-
cause of thetriple-canopy jungle, sothe
only other options to accomplish the
mission were special insertion and ex-
traction methods.”

Rappelling can be made more chal -
lenging by external factors, suchashigh
winds, said Harrell. With blades spin-
ning within feet of the trees for some-
times extended periodsof time, thiscan
bechallengingfor theair crew.

Photo by 1stLt. Kim Garbett

Members of the SARteam rappel out of a UH-60 Blackhawk.

Anytimeyou'rein ahelicopter with
the enginesrunning and the blades spin-
ning and peopl e jumping out, you have
to be extra careful, stressed Harrell.
“People’ slivesareat stake,” hesaid, and
for apilot and crew, that’ salwaysahuge
responsibility. Safety isalwaysapriori-
ty when it comes to flying, and it is
heightenedin operationslikerappelling.
Crew coordination onthesetypesof mis-
sionsisalwayscritical aswell; thecrew
needsto bemuch moreclear and concise
withtheir actionsand wordswhen some-
oneishanging outsidethe aircraft ona

rope.

“A steady hover needs to be main-
tained because you could wind up drag-
ging thebelay personnel (those holding
the ropes at the bottom) or causing the
rappellerstolosetheir footing upon exit-
ingtheaircraft backwards,” hesaid.

Harrell said that overall, though, rap-
pellingisapretty cool mission.

“All the special purposemissionsare
fun missions because you're dealing
with the special operationscommunity
and other specialized units. It’ snot your
everyday mission, and theruleschange
in thesetypes of operations,” said Har-
rell.

Unitarmorers help troops maintain weapons of warfighting

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

tofix theproblem. Anythi

ng morethanthat isbeyond

their level of ability andleft totheunit armorer.

For asmall group of soldiersand airmen hereat Soto

Every year, soldiersmaketheannual triptothein-
stalationlive-firequalificationrange ontheweapon of
choice, beit pistol, rifle or M-60. When amisfire oc-
curs, soldiersknow theremedial and correctiveactions

Cano, they took that step beyond during theunit armor-
er’ scourseheld Jan 29 through Feb. 1.

“Dueto Soto Cano’ sremotenesswearegiving aspe-
cial maintenance classto train assigned personnel to
maintain and repair assigned weapons,” said Al Perry,
oneof theinstructorsof the
coursefrom Tank Automo-
tiveand Command Mainte-
nance. Joint Task Force-
Bravoarmorersmust go be-
yond basi c operator mainte-
nancebecausethereisnodi-
rect support unit that per-
formsunit maintenance.

Perry and hispartner Pat
Hall started off his class
with the basics, such asthe
proper use of tools and the
function of each weapon as
well as basic troubleshoot-
ing techniques.

“Thereisalot of hands-
ontraininginthisclass, but
wealsotry andreinforceuse
of themanual,” said Perry.

Many of the students
take a closer look at a
weapon they haven't seen

Photo by Martin Chahin
Tech Sgt. Gene Cressy of Joint Security Forces inspects a part of an M-60
during the Unit Armorer’s Course. The coursetaughtthein's and out’s ofa
variety of weapons as well as how to repairthem.

sincethey qualified at therange.

“Thelasttimel workedonanM-16, all | didwasfire
andcleanitback inbasictraining,” said PFC Terrence
Rush of ARFOR. Tearing apart the weapon, hefound
moreto it than the upper receiver, lower receiver and
bolt carrier group.

“1 foundthat therearealot of springsand partsthat
need to be put back injust theright way or theweapon
won'tfire,” said Rush.

“Thenormal operator won’t see how many partsare
requiredtofiretherifle,” said Tech Sgt. Gene Cressy of
Joint Security Forces. He said that the course allowed
himto turn hisknowledge asacertified gunsmithinto
practical experience. That experienceallowed himto
help tutor otherson how to take aweapon apart and put
it back together.

“1 think that, withall of the parts, | could comfortably
assembleaweapon for myself,” said Cressy.

“This class got moreinto breaking down weapons
further thanwhat weusually do,” said SPC ChrisMor-
ris, Company A, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regi-
ment. Morris, aformer unit armorer, brought some of
histricksof thetradetotheclass.

“l was an armorer for two and a half years, and |
showed some of thewaysto doit quicker and easier by
showing common problems, such aswhat the operator
might do to make the weapon malfunction and how to
makeitwork correctly,” saidMorris.

Whatever their skill level, many of these troopers
will go back totheir unit with practical knowledgethat
will helpthem downrange.
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African-American History Month

Tuskegee Airmen endured prejudiceto servetheir country

By Master Sgt. Pat McKenna
Public Affairs

On Aug. 24, 1944, fighter pilot
Charles McGee peeled away from a
squadron of American bombersto repel
acovey of enemy “bandits.” The Luft-
waffe fighters “buzzed in from
nowhere,” asMcGee putsit, to menace
the plodding B-24 Liberator bombers,
whichwereonamissiontodestroy arail
yard and aerodromein Czechoslovakia

McGee, flying aP-51 Mustang he'd
nicknamed “Kitten” after his wife and
becauseof theway it purred, zeroedinon
aFocke-Wulf 190. Astheplanesspiraled
downward, McGeehugged hisenemy’s
“six” and unleashed his.50-caliber ma-
chineguns, peppering theenemy aircraft
full of holesand slicingit apart.

Intheair, bomber crewslauded himas
a hero. But on the ground, airmen
shunned him. Y ou see, underneath the
mask and helmet, M cGeewasblack. The
officer belonged to aband of pioneering
fliers, who proved that African-Ameri-
cans had the smarts and gutsto fly and
fight. They pavedtheway for integrating
theAir Force, armed services, and, many
say, America. These pilots and their
ground crews came to be known as the
TuskegeeAirmen.

McGee flew with the 332nd Fighter
Group, an all-black flying unit com-
posed of the 99th, 100th, 301st and
302nd fighter squadrons. Morethan 50
years ago in July, the group (by then a
wing) deactivated, marking the official
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Charles McGee scored onekillduring thewar, flying in
his P-51 Mustang that he nicknamed “Kitten.”

end of segregated flying by all-
black Air Forceunits.

By war’ s end, the 332nd “ Red
Tails,” so nicknamed because of
thesolid crimson paint schemeon
their aircraft tail s, amassed an en-
viable service record, destroying
or damaging 409 enemy aircraft
and flying 15,553 sorties and
1,578 missions. About 200 of the
missions took them deep into the
Rhineland, providing escort tothe
heavy bombers. TheRed Tailsdid-
n’tloseasinglebomber to enemy
fighters.

“We weren't caught up in be-
coming ' fighter aces.” Our mission
was to protect the bombers, and
that’ swhat wedid. Weengagedthe
enemy whenwewerechallenged,”
said McGee, aretired colonel liv-
inginBethesda, Md.“| evenheard
some talk that bomber crews,
when given achoice, requested us
to provide their top cover. They
weren't stupid.”

TheArmy Air Corps had com-
pletely barred blacks from their
ranks until 1941, and the other
servicesassigned blackstomenial
duties. The military cited a 1925
study conducted by the Army War Col-
lege, which concluded that black sol-
diers, by nature, were physically, men-
tally and psychologically unfit for com-
bat duty.

“People said aviation and technical
training weretoo complex for usto com-
prehend,” ssidMcGee, 81. “ They said all
blacks loved music
and dancing, and that
we were lazy and su-
perstitious. But we
provedthemwrong.”

Former President
FranklinD. Roosevelt
orderedthe Army Air
Corps to open its
doors to African-
Americans and teach
blackstofly. Asare-
sult, the service
formed the 99th Pur-
suit Squadron, estab-
lishing an Army air-
field near Tuskegee,
Ala Thefirst group of
flying cadets, Class
42C, begantrainingin
July 1941, andinclud-
ed 12 cadets and one
student officer, Capt.
Benjamin O. Davis
Jr., son of Brig. Gen.
Benjamin Davis Sr.,
thefirst black general
in the U.S. military.
Davisandfour others
graduated and earned
their wingsin March
1942.

o

At the same time, black enlisted
ground crewsreceivedinstructioninair-
craft maintenance and other support
skillsat Chanute Field near Rantoul, 111.
TheAir Corpssegregated both Chanute
and Tuskegeein a“ separate but equal”
policy, which was supposed to ease
racial friction.

“ Separate but equal wasnever equal,”
McGee said. “ Their separate facilities
were seldom of thesamecaliber or qual-
ity. Weusually got hand-me-downs.”

McGee still vividly remembers the
rideby rail fromhishometownin Cham-
paign, I1I., tothe Chehaw train stationin
Tuskegee. “Theonly thing | knew about
aviation beforethenwasthrowing paper
airplanesintheclassroom. But | wasex-
cited, because | now had an opportunity
toprovethat it’ snot what youlook like,
but what you can do. Then the train hit
theMason-DixonLineinCairo, Ill., and
theconductor movedall of usblack folks
intoour own car, right behindtheengine.
Andall theway toAlabama, | choked on
coal dust.”

Retired Lt. Col. Woodrow “Woody”
Crockett, 82, spent twoyearsintheregu-
lar Army before becoming a Tuskegee
Airman. AnAir Corpsrecruiting poster
inthe barracks caught hiseye. It touted
that a flying officer could earn $245 a
month, which appealed to the private
whowasonly making $21 amonth.

“Plus, | wastired of sleeping in the
mud and intheback of trucks,” Crockett
said. “l thought I’ d takemy chancesget-
ting blasted out of the sky during theday,
sol could sleepwell at night.”

At Tuskegee, theairmen found them-
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Retired Col. Charles McGee, retired Lt. Col. Woody Crockett and former Staff Sgt.
Ellsworth Jackson (leftto right) stand in front of a P-51 Mustang at the National Air
and Space Museum in Washington, D.C. The three men were members of the
Tuskegee Airmen -the all-African-American combat flying unit during World War Il.

selvesisolated and, asMcGeesaid, “ on-
ly went into town when we had to and
then did it very gingerly.” A few base
leaders even made them feel unwel-
come, resenting the “experiment” that
exploited themilitary asalaboratory for
social reform.

But, McGee, Crockett and 924 other
black pilots made it through the
Tuskegee Army Flying School —thelast
class, 46C, finishedin June 1946.

“They saidwedidn’t havetheintelli-
gence, the demeanor, the courageto be
combat pilots,” McGee said. “They
learned differently. It was never about
color; it wasawaysabout education and
opportunity. All weneeded wasachance
and training. And we seized it when it
came.”

Their chance in combat came after
months of delays by the War Depart-
ment. TheTuskegeeAirmen*“hurried up
and waited,” some pilots accumulating
morethan 250-plusflyinghoursintrain-
ing. Finally,inApril 1943, military lead-
ersfolded to political pressure and de-
ployed the 400-man 99th Pursuit
Squadron to North Africa. Eventually,
the 99th became part of the 332nd Fight-
er Group and joined their sister units
based in Italy. The 332nd bounced
around Italy’ sboot from Montecorvino
Air Base near Salerno and Capodichino
Air Fieldtotheir final overseashomeat
Ramitelli Air Field near Ancona.

For theRed Tails, 50 missionsdidn’t
earn them aticket home, but only a 50-
mission “crush” in their garrison caps.

SeeTuskegee, Page7
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M cGeeracked up 136 combat missions.

After the war, at Camp Patrick Henry in Newport
News, Va., Crockett remembershow hewasrefused en-
tranceintotheofficersclubandwasforcedtotakeaseat
inaspecial roped-off section of thebasetheater.

“But German prisonersof war could sit anywherein
the basetheater they wanted,” Crockett said. “Maybe
that’ swhy | don’tlikegoingtothemovies.”

“Whenwewere overseas, wewereaccepted [by the
Europeans],” McGee said. “We hardly ever experi-
enced difficultiesabroad, evenwith our whitesguadron
mates. But when you brought that same group back to
the States, that’ swhen thealienation showed up. It was-
n't‘Hey, Chuck,” anymore. They turnedtheir backson
us. Peer pressure told them blacks and whites don’t
work and play together back here.”

Some of the Red Tails' greatest missionsincluded
sinking an enemy destroyer using only machineguns,
andtheir famedtrek toBerlininMarch 1945. Crockett,
atthestick of his*Daisy Mae,” wasamong 59 P-51 Red
Tail pilotswho flew oneof thelongest missionsinthe
war.

They escorted B-17 bombers en route to level the
Daimler-Benztank worksinthe Nazi capital. TheRed
TailsdownedthreeMe-262jet fighters, the Third Re-
ich’snew secret weapon. By war’ send, the Tuskegee
Airmen had lost 66 pilots killed in combat, while 32
were shot down and became POWSs.

McGeeand Crockett joined theAir Forcewhenit be-
cameaseparate servicein 1947. Infact, McGeeisone
of thefew fighter pilotsto seeair combat in World War
I, theKorean War andtheVietnam War.

SecondLt. Oliver Goodall wasn’t solucky in pursu-
ingamilitary career. Hebelongedtotheill-fated 477th
M edium Bombardment Group (Colored) at Freeman
Fieldin Seymour, Ind. Thegroup’ swhite commander
clipped hismen’ swingsbeforethey ever saw action. He
classified every black officer asa“trainee,” and de-
creedthestaff officer’ sclub off limitsto“trainees.” In-
stead, thetrainees, already flight-school graduates, had
to use a second club, disparagingly dubbed “Uncle
Tom'sCabin” by thewhiteofficersand housedin adi-
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Retired Lt. Col. Woody Crockett climbsintothe cockpit of his P-51 Mustang, Daisy Mae.

lapidated building.

“Thestaff waswhiteand the so-called traineesblack
—youfigureit out,” said Goodall, now 80. “It wasun-
constitutional, and | wasn’t goingtotakeit. Wedecided
towalk into our officersclub, and 101 of uswereput un-
der house arrest. When thewar ended, they wanted to
get rid of us, and they started with the troublemakers,
whichincluded me.”

InJuly 1948, President Harry Trumanissued Execu-
tive Order No. 9981, which mandated “equality of
treatment and opportunity” for all members of the
armedforces.

McGee said discrimination hurt most when it
touched hisfamily.

“What’ sthetoughest assignment | faced? Trying to
explaintomy daughter Charlenewhy shecouldn’t play
inthecity park right acrossthe street from our home,”
said M cGee, now national president of TuskegeeAir-

men, Inc. “We were stationed at Maxwell Air Force
Base, and living in downtown Montgomery.A signin
the park read ‘ No BlacksAllowed.” Now, how do you
explainathinglikeracismtoan 8-year-old?’

Surprisingly, none of themen hold grudges.

“Sure, we could bebitter and miserable, and believe
me, thereare somewho still haveachip ontheir shoul -
ders,” McGeesaid. “But | wanted to moveon.”

Says Crockett: “| also could’ ve spent therest of my
lifefeeling resentment and would’ ve ended up doing
nothing. If we' dhavewaited until theplayingfieldwas
level, wewould’ venever gottenintothegame.”

And thanksto the Tuskegee Airmen, those making
thestarting lineup of today’ sAir Forceget chosen based
on performanceand character and not skin col or.

Theseblack vanguards, throughtheir discipline, de-
termination, airmanship and courage, helped makeit

happen.

Veterinary services does morethan justtreat animals

By SGT James Barclay
MEDEL

M ost people probably have noideawhat the veteri-
nary servicesdo hereor evenwhat they do back at your
homestation. Veterinary serviceshaveimportant roles
toplay in support of both preventivemedicineandforce

protectionissues

Veterinary servicesismadeup of two branches, food
inspection and animal medicine. Thefood inspection
branch conductsinitial, special, routine or follow-up
inspections on local food sources or vendorsthat are
currently selling or seeking approval to sell their prod-
uctstotheU.S. government asan approved source.

InHonduras, thiscan be quite challenging because
most of the sitesare not within easy driving distance.
Many vendorshaveanextremely difficult timeachiev-
ing acceptablestandards. Andwhilethey cannot beex-
pected to meet typical U.S. standards, there are some
basi c standardsthat must be met.

I nspectorsal so ensurethat on base government as-
sets such asthe exchange and the troop issue subsis-
tenceactivity, whichiswhereall thefoodthatisusedin
thediningfacility isstored until needed, meet the high-
est standards. Thetroopissuesubsistenceactivity isal-
so the storage facility for the field rations that Soto
Cano usesto support itsvariousfield missions. They
ensurethat proper storage methodsare being adhered
to, foodsarebeing stored at therecommended temper-
atures, that each type of food isbeing handled appro-
priately and that the storage facilitiesthemselvesare
being maintai ned adequately. They areal so responsi-
blefor inspecting all field rationsto ensurethey arefit

for troop consumption.

Theanimal medicinebranchiscomposed of veteri-
nary officersand animal carespecialists. At least once
per quarter, theveteri narian conductsinspectionsof all
themilitary dogs hereon base. Thoseincludethemili-
taerly working dog kennelsand the rabies suspect ken-
nels.

Currently, therearethreemilitary working dogshere
onbase. Theveterinarian giveseach ayearly physical
examaswel| asaroutineexamevery timethey visit So-
to Cano. Theveterinarian also givesexamsto any offi-
cial mascot hereat Soto Cano.

Care here includes routine surgical procedures,
emergent surgical proceduresat acontracted civilian
veterinarian, if necessary, routinelab testing, and pre-
ventive health measures (vaccinations, parasite con-
trol, etc.).

By regulation, careislimited to treatment of dog or
cat mascots. So the authorized petshere at Soto Cano,
fish and birds, must be seen at acivilian veterinarian.
Theanimal carespecialist isalso amember of the Ra-
biesAdvisory Board and lendsinformation toit about
possiblerabiesexposuresand quarantinemeasuresfor
theanimal involved.

Veterinary servicesgivetheir best to meet the needs
of the servicemembersstationed here.
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ESL Program

The Soto Cano Air Base Education
Center will beginan English asaSecond
L anguage Programinthe Spring 2001 in
response to requests for ESL support.
However, since changing "needs" should
drivethe trainingtrain, the ESL program
isbeing written hereand packaged from
multimedia sources to include English
grammar books, CD-ROM, etc. Videos
arestudied, and apretest giveninAkamai
Workshopson and off duty hours. Regu-
lations prohibit education officersfrom
loaning out or “burning copies" of any
copyrighted CD-ROM, software, telev-
ideosor cassettes. Eventhe ESO must get
DOIM/J6 and contracting officers' per-
mi ssion to purchase and/or burn copies.
For moreinformation, call ext 4420.

PlayStation 2 Drawing

To ensure that all AAFES customers
have an equal opportunity to purchase a
Play Station 2, customer drawingswill be
heldfor theopportunity to purchaseasys-
tem. Customersmust fill out aformwith
their name and phone number with one
entry per authorized customer. Drawings
will beheld on Feb. 14 and 21 for the op-
portunity to buy aPlayStation2. Thewin-
ners will be announced on the Power
Lizard between8and 10a.m. Feb. 14and
21.

Front Gate Policy

Remember to stop and check withthe
gateguard when departing thebase. One
of their rolesisto ensure proper traffic
flow and control of American personnel.
Also, JSF personnel will not saluteinthe
buses.

Stoppage of DLPT Test

The USARSO Education ServicesOf -
ficer has stopped al DLPT exams in
Puerto Rico and Soto CanoAir Base Edu-
cation Center until USARSO hiresanew
educational servicesofficer and test ex-
aminer; bothwill PCSsoon. Bringinyour
DA Form 4187 to bescheduled on afirst-
come, first-servebasis; soyour monthly
Defense Language Proficiency Pay will
not beinterrupted. Call ext. 4495for more
information.

Black History Month

Joint Task Force-Bravo is observing
Black History Month. A fashionand tal-
ent show is being planned and singers,
dancers, comedians and musicians are
needed. Thetalent show isscheduled for
Feb. 24 at the OasisClub. For moreinfor-
mation or to try out for the show, contact
SFC DeniseKnox at ext. 4336 or 4623.

Hiking into the heavens of Laguna

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

Getting intunewith ahigher power
is something people of faith do to
strengthentheir beliefs. That may in-
cludeclimbing upthetallest mountain
andtryingtotouchthesky.

A group of spiritual seekersdidjust
that in the mountains around Co-
mayagua, Honduras, recently.

To this group of hearty travelers,
many of whom had taken onthe chal-
lenges of Misery at Fort Knox, this
was the ultimate challenge. Starting
just off the beatentrail, these spiritual
warriors headed for Laguna, a small
villageupinthemountains.

“Thisreally getspeopleaway from
the routine activities and to focus on
something else, like God'’ screation,”
said Chaplain (CPT) Arleigh vonSeg-
gern, base chaplain. The mountain
teased and taunted the group with flat
spots on the road, then changed to a
level steeper than the stair-stepper
back at the gym. Each ook backward
led to panoramic views of Honduras.
Maybe afew wondered how they got
roped intothismess, othersjust took it
alinstride.

“1 enjoy beinginthemountainsand
inthecountry,” said SFC DeniseKnox
of ARFOR. “All thefresh air relaxes
me and gives me time to think.” She
brought along agroup of friendswho
had some trouble early on, but after-
wards, they got thehang of it.

Preparethose

By CPT Bradley Glaze
Command Judge Advocate

Tax season officially started with
the receipt of your W-2 Forms from
your employer. The Command Judge
Advocate' sofficeispreparingto help
troopsget their taxesfiledontime. Ad-
ditionally, weare hereto assist you by
answering questions that you may
have about preparing your taxes. This
year, federal income taxes must be
postmarked by April 16inorder to be
considered ontime. Troopsshouldnot
wait until thentofiletheir taxes. The
CJA's office is now taking appoint-
ments for tax preparation assistance
services. The Command Judge Advo-
cate’ sofficewill begin seeing clients
Feb. 12. All personnel desiring assis-
tance with their taxes should call as
soon as possible and schedule an ap-
pointment.

Thisyear, the CJA’'sofficeisplan-
ningto offer electronicfiling of feder-
al tax returns. Prior to arriving for an
appointment, soldiers and airmen
should ensure that they have the fol-
lowing documentsand items:
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Members of the Joint Task Force-Bravo chapel group hiketo Laguna.

“A lot of them were mad at me go-
ing up the hill and asking themselves
‘Why did | et Sergeant Knox talk me
intothis,” but after resting at thetop of
themountain and heading back down,
they felt alot better,” said Knox.

Reaching thecrest of themountain
and the town of Laguna became the
mental nirvana for some, as people
kept tellingthemselvesitwasjust alit-
tlebit further up. Mindandbody start-
edcallingout “ pleaselet thisstop.”

Reaching the outskirts of Laguna,
many of theweary travel erscontinued
tomarchon, until someof thevillagers
pointed them toward their more hearty
companions. Therethey foundthelake
and a picturesgue view of the moun-

tains and scenery. It was there the
group congregated, admiring the
beauty of creation, gladtobesittingin-
stead of standing and walking.

After a few moments of refresh-
ment, it was off to the downhill trek.
Thetrip, whileeasier, wasal sotreach-
erous. Thewrong step meant sliding
down the mountain. The last thing
mentioned beforethegroupleft Lagu-
nawasfood and drinkswerewaitingin
thevan parked at the bottom. Theland
flattened out and many werewonder-
ing wherethevanswere, thinking that
somehow thedrivershad mercilessly
parked further back after they had left
until ... they saw thevan and madethe
triphome.

2001 tax returns before April

* Lastyear’ sfederal incometax re-
turn

* Mortgage interest statement (if
any)

* AW-2 (wageand earningsstate-
ment)

* Alimonyinformation (copy of di-
VOrceor separation agreement)

* Form 1099 (interest statements
frombank)

* Any other financial information
fromthetax year

* Social security numbersfor all
dependents that they claim on this
year’ staxes

* Bank account number towhich
theywant any refund deposited

* Information on Individual Re-
tirement Accounts if they did or
plannedto contribute

* Bank’s routing number (check
with bank to make sure the correct
number isprovided)

When someone arrivesin the CJA
office, they will beaskedto complete
aquestionnaire, requiring certain per-
sonal information necessary to pre-
pare their income taxes. Once CJA
personnel have compl eted the neces-
sary forms with the information the

soldier or airman provides, they will
ask the servicemember to review the
formsand sign them. For those eligi-
blefor electronicfiling, CJA will e-file
their return and mail the necessary
documents to the Internal Revenue
Service.

The CJA’sofficedoesnot havethe
formsor the softwareto prepare state
income tax returns. Assistance for
stateincometax returnswill begiven
onacase-by-casebasisbased uponthe
level of expertiserequiredto complete
the return. Prior to requesting assis-
tance with these returns, individuals
should first visit the state tax form
website and obtain the formsand in-
structionsfor the state in which they
are filing. A link to this site can be
found at H:\J-Staff\CJA\Tax
2000\Linksto State Tax Forms.htm.
Thissitealso containsuseful informa-
tion in preparing individual state tax
forms and information on contacting
individual stateincometax agencies
for assistance.

For additional questionsregarding
incometax preparation, call thecom-
mand judge advocate’ s office at ext.
4546.



